December Newsletter 2011

Kia ora

This will be our last newsletter for 2011. The
team here at Lollipops Educare Auckland Central
would like to wish all our families a very Merry
Christmas and a happy and safe holiday. We look
forward to seeing you all back here in the New
Year.
Christmas Party
Saturday 10th December 9am —1pm
Long Bay Regional Park - Site 5

We have lots of fun things planned for the
children’s Christmas party, there will be a bouncy
castle, face painting, balloon animals and Santa
too! And some games and activities are also
planned.

And just a reminder, the Centre will provide some
finger food, but we would really appreciate if
parents could bring a plate.

Santa will make an appearance with a present for
each child. A reminder to Santa’s helpers (aka
Parents) could you please purchase a book for
your child and bring it to the office wrapped and
named. And as we have over a hundred children
here we emphasis “a book” as the sleigh will be
chocker. These can been handed in at the office.

RSVP lists are in each room so please let us know
if you are coming.

Please also note that the picnic area at Long Bay
is not fenced so you will need to watch your

children at all times. The teachers have some
games planned, but will not be expected to look

after the children.

Sun hats and spare clothes
Can you please make sure your child brings a sun
hat and spare clothes every day and that these
are clearly labelled.

Happy Birthday!

The following children are celebrating birthdays
this month; Happy Birthday from us all.
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Alexander C., Apoorva, Beau,
Cushla, Elliot, Elvin,

Emma, Leah, Milla,

Nicholas, Riley, Sophia Y.,
Tommy and Yumindi.
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Holiday Forms

The Centre will be closed only for the statutory
holidays over the Christmas break; these are 26th
and 27th December and 2nd and 3rd January. In
order to plan staffing requirements for the
holidays we need to know how many children will
be attending the centre over the Chirstmas
period. Can you please have these filled in and
returned as soon as possible.
Rooms open over the Christmas period
28™, 29™ and 30™ December
4™ 5" and 6" January
Due to the reduced number of children attending
the Centre over the Christmas period, the under
2's will be combined in Kakapo room and one of
the over 2 rooms will also be closed.

Those affected will advise by letter closer to the
time once all the holiday forms have been
received.

4pm early closure Friday 23 " and 30™ December 2011

Please note in your diaries that on Friday 23rd December and Friday 30th December 2011
the Centre will close early at 4pm.

Come grow with us



Tuatara Room
What has been happening in Tuatara room...

We continued having different types of sensory play, went to the Art Gallery and Sm ith and Caugheys,
we also had lots of fun making sushi. Teachers first introduced all the materials t hat we need, and
then did the first roll to show them how to do it. After that the children st arted taking turns to make

their own, and all of them made different kinds of sushi with different ideas.

Our children enjoyed having messy play with shaving cream. Many of them said “Bubble” when we
squirted the shaving cream to the water trough, and said “Yellow” when we added yel low paint for
colouring. It was a good opportunity to discover the new material through touching, mix ing with colour
and dropping off from high up.

We had a fun trip to see Christmas decoration at the Smith and Caughey’s, and enjoyed a new
experience in the mirror room at the city art gallery. All of the children walked all the way there and
back to the Centre by themselves. Well done!

Come grow with us



Tui

What's been happening in Tui room...

This month has been a busy and productive month in the Tui Room. Continuing on with our focus on
“Health and Physical Well - Being” we have caught the gardening bug and have been busy planting an
array of vegetables, fruits and flowering shrubs.

The children have taken an active interest in nurturing our gardens, all eager to participa te in the daily
watering routine. We can’t wait to see our gardens flourishing and transforming our playgro und into a
more natural play space. Natural environments allow for investigation and discovery, t hey contain a
hidden curriculum that speaks to children

through their special way of knowing

nature.

Environmental education needs to start at
an early age with children being offered
hands-on  experiences  with  nature.
Hopefully, soon, the children will be able to
enjoy seeing, feeling, smelling and eating
the fruits of their labour.

Come grow with us



Kiwi
November in the Kiwi r oom...

This month we welcomed Ethan Zhu to the Kiwi Room and said farewell to Yasser.

We continued our ‘Maths’ focus and extended maths activities into art. We made a  colourful mobile
using wooden beads, combining counting and threading. The children made a simple number book, by
cutting out pictures, with words in Te Reo and English. Children drew clock faces, de veloping time
recognition and number identification. They enjoyed sorting and classifying a colourful bu tton
collection, looking at size, shape and colour.

Our new resources — beanbags, egg shakers and coloured pegs and boards— have contributed to
children’s learning of numbers, rhythm, pattern and shape.

Some children have practised writing numbers 1-10 in Hindi and Chinese and have learnt ho w to
pronounce them at mat- time. ‘Five Guitars in the Music Shop’ has been a po pular song this month, with

children making masks to accompany it. They have practised counting and subtrac ting, as well as turn-

taking and role playing. Children have taken part in cooking activities incorporating  measuring and
counting too!

Come grow with us



Kakapo

What's been happening in the Kakapo room...

The teachers in the Kakapo room identified “Motor skills” as the focus for the ~ month of October . This
was a great success and a lot of children were observed to have developed their moto r abilities to a
great extent as a result of the variety of experiences that were offered to them in relatio n to the focus
for the month. As a result the teachers in the room decided to extend the foc  us over to the month of
November as well to provide children with optimum opportunities to enhance and develop t heir
existing motor skills. While we moved the furniture around in the room in order to mat  ch our focus, we
also created a “motor block” wi thin the environment to optimize the opportunities for our children.

Several new resources that were provided for play purposes included Velcro bands, zips, buckles and
locks to enhance their fine motor abilities. As to developing their gross motor sk ills, the children were
involved in a variety of obstacle course such as jumping over tree bark and climbing o n the outdoor
boxes. Books and songs about various body movements were also introduced to the children. Apart from

these, the children were regularly involved in activities such as painting, cooking, play do ugh and
messy play.

Come grow with us



Pukeko
The month of November in the Pukeko room...

Spring has already arrived!! The children were very active and had great fun gardening with  their
friends and teachers outside under the hot sun. We had funny weather during the month  however the
good thing is that it helped reinforce the idea of growing to the children. They were very enthusiastic
and showed great patience and took ownership and responsibilities of monito ring the growth of their
baby beans and other plants throughout the month.

The children also had great fun exploring as a group. In many afternoons, they helped to garden as if
they were farmers. By using the gardening tools the children learned the steps of planting - diggin g soil,
planting and watering. The children showed great amazement!! They were able express and share their
knowledge and ideas with their peers and teachers
when they've discovered some changes in our
plants and beans. They developed the ability to
identify themselves as explorers who were
competent, confident learners who asked
questions and made discoveries to understand the
world surrounding them.

The children also showed great interest

and actively engaged in doing Zumba,

yoga and all other music and dance

movement activities during the month to

stay physically healthy. They moved

steadily with the beat while moving to

rhythm. Some children even created their

own moves to be creative and expressive with their bodies in
many ways.

We also had as much fun in making fruit salad and playing fruit

and vegetable card games that offered opportunities to make

connections between the names of fruits and vegetables, classify

and categorize into colours groups, mix and match which helped to extend their = knowledge of the
different kinds of fruits and vegetables and healthy eating.

Come grow with us



